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This trip to the American Creative Thinking World Competition became a
unique memory of my middle school days. The competition was grand, with
contestants from all over the world gathering to participate in this annual

event. There are significant cultural differences between the United States
and Hong Kong, including living habits, eating habits, and more. Among these
differences, the time difference is the most challenging; our time zone is 12
hours behind Hong Kong. This meant we were often experiencing day and
night at opposite times, so it took us a few days to adapt.

Moreover, the local people in the United States are very warm-hearted and
more open-minded than those in Hong Kong, allowing me to make many
friends. The organizers placed great importance on this competition; their
opening ceremony can be compared to that of the Olympic Games, which
made me feel very engaged. Even though we didn’t achieve good results, this
rare opportunity in my life left me with no regrets.

4PT Ng Cheuk Nam

After participating in this competition, | felt the gap between
myself and others. Due to the luggage size limit, we needed to
¢/ send our limited supplies to the United States safely. | believe
this "competition" began even before our departure. We had to
find a way to pack the necessary supplies and our "car" into a
_ single large bag that would fit. Due to size constraints, we
attempted several times before finally succeeding. A few days before
the competition, after arriving, we noticed that the props prepared by
contestants from other countries were numerous and exquisite during the preparation period. This
realization made us acutely aware of our shortcomings, but we still worked hard to prepare for our
competition. During the preparation period, our competition car broke down several times during
rehearsals. | worried that | might not be able to complete the competition due to these failures.
Fortunately, | remained calm and addressed the issues one by one. Ultimately, | discovered that the
screws at the transmission position were broken. After replacing the faulty parts, the car returned to
normal.
On the day of the competition, | did my best. Even though our competition props were far behind
those of other teams, | believe we were able to calmly find solutions to the challenges we faced.
| feel proud of our perseverance.

P2



‘| Through this competition, I've learned a great deal. Before going to the U.S.
for the competition, we had to prepare extensively—decorating the vehicle,
designing the obstacles and their placements, developing character roles
and dialogues, and more. During those short but intense nine days, what
impressed me most was the competitive atmosphere. Our team of six
students and two teachers continuously experimented and made attempts,
such as trying to get our vehicle to successfully overcome obstacles. Even though we
faced multiple failures during these trials, we never gave up. Instead, we kept improving
and trying until we ultimately achieved success.

4CL Chau Wing Lam

O | learned a lot during this journey. Before the competition, we had many
W/ = ‘ things to prepare, including obstacles and decorations. Even though we
/L . . .

| sometimes had disagreements, everyone discussed and resolved the

11 _~ 4 differences through communication. We also encountered some problems
L

\ with our car before the race, but we managed to fix them. During the
. }| competition, | learned the importance of teamwork and problem-solving
1 skills. In addition to the competition, | also experienced the beautiful
scenery in the local area. The air was particularly fresh, and | felt the
enthusiasm of the locals. This journey will be unforgettable for me.

4CT Lam Yuet

After participating in this competition, | learned many new things.
During the event, | was fortunate enough to witness the wonderful
performances of other groups. While our work is quite good, there are
still many areas for improvement. Additionally, my biggest takeaway
from this journey is that | met some new people. Although we may not
communicate smoothly due to language barriers, | have become less
resistant to using English. | am very glad to have had the opportunity to
see a wider world.

ung Hau Yt

In this competition, we not only enjoyed the scenery but also gained a
wealth of knowledge. Over nine days, which felt just the right length,

. | we continued to learn and grow. Even when faced with challenges, we
did not back down. For instance, we had to overcome language barri-
ers and compete in English. Additionally, we dealt with emergencies
during the competition, such as a chain falling off. Since the car relies
on an electric drill to drive the chain, which in turn drives the car, it was
crucial for us to quickly reattach the chain when it came loose. Thus,
this competition provided us with experiences and lessons that we

~ wouldn't typically learn in school.
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What qualities are essential for success in
Hong Kong's challenging school system and
for transitioning to computer science? Today
we spoke with Samay, a former CYMCASS
student who achieved truly amazing results
(5**5**5**5*5*5) on the 2023 DSE test, to gain
insight into his school life.

According to Samay, one of the biggest
changes is the increased freedom at
university compared to the regimented setting
of secondary school. University life allows
students to tailor their academic journey, in stark contrast to the rigid schedules of the past.

Then, how does he cope with burnout? Burnout might arise from the pressure to perform well on the
DSE, which Samay encountered while preparing. He usually takes a whole day off to rest and recover
before returning to his studies as a coping mechanism. He followed a structured daily schedule and
devoted entire days to learning a single subject. Outside of his academic activities, Samay finds
coaching secondary students in Maths and ICT to be a rewarding source of income and an opportunity
to share his expertise. He enjoys writing, working on personal programming projects, and watching
YouTube videos as ways to unwind.

At CUHK, although most courses are manageable, Samay found a robot-building competition
particularly challenging. Due to the time commitment and his limited engineering knowledge, he had to
rely on his teammates. He describes the course format as consisting of interactive tutorials with
teaching assistants and instructor-led lectures, which often include practical lab work. While field trips in
the computer science department are uncommon, industry visits provide valuable insights.

In the IT industry, artificial intelligence is a hot topic right now, and Samay offers a thoughtful perspective
on its application in education. He cautions against replacing human skills like writing with Al, even while
acknowledging the technology's potential for idea generation. He notes that many students use Al
covertly, despite university policies prohibiting it, highlighting the need for ethical standards and
responsible usage.

Samay believes that CUHK's IT program will continue to evolve, incorporating cutting-edge technologies
like artificial intelligence and robotics. He emphasizes that ethics training will be essential to ensure that
future IT professionals use these tools responsibly.

"Focus on your weakest subject first, tackle one subject at a time, practice past papers, and manage
stress for optimal performance," is Samay's final piece of advice for students preparing for the DSE. He
reflects on his own high school experiences, having taken Visual Arts, Physics, ICT, and M2, eventually
withdrawing from Visual Arts due to the demanding workload. He stresses that conceptual
understanding is more important than rote memorization, particularly in Physics.

Samay's journey reveals the blend of freedom and responsibility in university life, emphasizing practical
skills and ethical Al use in Computer Science. For students facing challenges, remember Samay's
advice: focus, practice, and manage stress. Your hard work and dedication will pave the way for a
successful future!
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