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Future Pilot Programme 2023
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UNFORGETTABLE PILOT TRAINING EXPERIENCE

6TS Leung Yat On

Since my earliest days, aviation has been a source of endless
fascination for me. The thought of defying gravity and exploring
the vast skies have always ignited my imagination and fueled my
dream of becoming a pilot. This summer, | had the incredible
opportunity to take part in a 14-day pilot training program at
UNSW Aviation in Australia, and | want to express my deepest
appreciation for the chance to embark on this amazing
adventure.

The journey began with a flight on the sleek and reliable DA40
aircraft. As | took hold of the controls, | could feel the raw power
and limitless potential of the machine coursing through my
fingertips, filling me with an adrenaline that words cannot
describe. Beyond the technical aspects of flying, the course
instilled in me a profound sense of responsibility, an indescribable
thri:lfof taking command, and a deep connection with the aircraft
itself.

Inside the cockpit, | encountered a complex maze of purposeful dials and controls. The DA40’s
state-of-the-art features, such as the Garmin G1000 NXi avionics suite, standby instruments, and airbag
system, all contributed to its exceptional safety and efficiency. Mastering these features proved to be
both challenging and incredibly rewarding.

One of the most unforgettable moments was our visit to the Temora Aviation Museum, where | stood
in awe of the rich tapestry of aviation history, from its earliest beginnings to the marvels of modern jets.
Witnessing the remarkable evolution of aviation technology firsthand was truly awe-inspiring.

While the program demanded intense dedication, there were also moments of respite and enjoyment.
Exploring Sydney's iconic landmarks, such as the vibrant Darling Harbour, the enchanting Tobruk Sydney,
the captivating Symbio Park, and the renowned Taronga Zoo, provided a refreshing balance to our rigorous
training schedule.

Without a doubt, the flight simulator sessions stood out as the
highlight of the program. Stepping into the virtual cockpit of a Boeing
737 and a DA-40 Frasca simulator, | immersed myself in an incredibly
realistic simulation that closely mirrored the experience of piloting an
actual aircraft. This hands-on and captivating learning experience has
left an indelible mark on my journey.

By a stroke of luck, my birthday coincided with the program on
27th July. Surrounded by newfound friends and supportive instructors,
we celebrated together, creating cherishing memories that will forever
hold a special place in my heart. The camaraderie we developed was
undeniably one of the most rewarding aspects of the entire
experience.

The ultimate culmination of our training came in the form of a
rigorous final examination, which | proudly conquered. This
achievement stands as a testament not only to the meticulously
crafted curriculum of the program but also to the unwavering
guidance and expertise of our dedicated instructors.

Beyond being a simple course, the 14-day program was an adventure in the
truest sense of the word. Living my long-held dream, forging deep connections,
exploring the vibrant city of Suydney, and absorbing wisdom from seasoned
mentors were all integral parts of this extraordinary and transformative journey.




Looking back, | am filled with an overwhelming sense of
accomplishment that fuels my determination to continue
pursuing my path as a pilot. | am immensely grateful for the
incredible opportunity | was given to participate in this program.
I would like to extend my heartfelt appreciation to all those who

made this experience possible.

The Future Pilot Programme 2023 has been a life-altering
odyssey, propelling me closer to the realization of my aspirations.
As | gaze into the horizon, a blend of gratitude and anticipation
stirs within me, propelling me forward to embrace the challenges

that lie ahead on my soaring trajectory in the skies.

Student Sharing

I now stand one step closer to my lifelong ambition of becoming a pilot, | owe my profound
gratitude to the experiences and invaluable lessons | gained through this program. With unwavering
confidence, | eagerly embrace the boundless expanse of the great blue yonder, where the sky is not a limit

but a place | proudly call home.

6CY Ho Hin Chi Hymns

Besides lectures, we also got to fly a DA40 for train-
ing. For my first flight, | was very nervous because | always
thought that controlling a plane is something that is really

serious and it would be really hard to fly one. However, after 3
| sat on the plane and followed the instructions that my &=
instructor gave me, | slowly gained back my confidence and ¢
found out that flying a plane was not as hard as | expected. ==
On my later flight, | tried steep turns, stalling and circuits. |
This experience has changed my thoughts of my future §
career. Before hopping on the plane | still had not made up %

my mind about the future. But this programme made me
consider becoming a pilot. The feeling of flying on a plane is
really amazing and the view from the plane to the ground is
unforgettable to me.

For the past 17 years, | have joined various activities. Every
experience | have gained in those activities, of course, have changed my
life but they were only minor changes. | have never thought joining this
programme would have changed my life so much so that it even inspires
my thoughts of career planning.

In the two-week fight training, we had lectures about different
topics of aviation most of the time. During the lectures, I've got to learn
numerous things that | would never know by surfing the Internet such as
the use of the circular E6-B flight computer in navigation, and learning
about the DA40 system to make a flight plan. Though the lectures are
pretty hard for me, especially aerodynamics, as | have never heard of
some of the theories. But by doing more research on those theories, |
gained more knowledge and interest in aviation.

On day 11, we had a cross-country flight from Bankstown Airport to Temora Aerodrome and visited
the Temora Aviation Museum. In this flight | was lucky to ride on a Cessna R182 Skylane R instead of DA40
because during the flight | found the differences between these two planes. After we arrived we visited
the museum,where we saw a collection of Australia’s historic ex-military aircraft in World War 1.
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Student Sharing

On Day 13, | tried the Boeing simulator, it was a very different experience from the DA40 because |
had to communicate with my teammate to control the flaps and the landing gear while | was taking-off
and landing. Through the experience of piloting the Boeing simulator | learnt the importance of
cooperating with people as without my teammate, | would not be able to handle that many flight
instruments on a plane and finish my take-off and landing that smoothly.

Allin all, | have learnt not only more knowledge about aviation but also the trip has changed my
mind on different aspects. Before joining this programme, | had never realized how important
cooperating with others in the aviation industry was and how little | knew about aviation. This
programme has boosted my interest in exploring more about aviation and I’'m considering becoming a
pilot in the future. Also | would like to encourage my schoolmates to join this programme in the coming
years as the programme really inspired me a lot.
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